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NOWRA SHOW SOCIETY INC
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General Information
Introduction

The aim of the Showgirl Competition is to find a person most suited to represent the young rural women of her local area. 
It is not a beauty pageant. Entrants should have a genuine interest in rural NSW and the involvement of women in their local community.

The contestants are judged on personality, confidence, ambition and life goals, general knowledge, rural knowledge, presentation and speech. Candidates are also asked to demonstrate knowledge of their local community and current affairs.
Being a Showgirl means being involved in your local Show; presenting prizes, sashing of livestock, speaking with media and generally being in the public eye. The announcement of the winner of Nowra Showgirl is a major attraction to our Show.
The winning Showgirl of a local Show Society is selected by a panel of three judges who are nominated by the local Show Society. The panel will comprise of a mix of judges, male and female with local background and also from outside the district.  

The Showgirl reigns for one year until the next Show and performs various tasks which could include opening the Show, public speaking, presenting prizes for winners in agricultural events, assisting in organising the next Showgirl Competition and encouraging entry by speaking to potential candidates. 

Following an entrant’s success at their local Show, the winning Showgirl will then proceed to the Zone 2 Judging Final on Saturday 10th March 2012. Kiama Show Society will host the Zone judging this year.
From here, a State Final representative is chosen to attend the judging of the State Final of The Land Sydney Royal Showgirl Competition, from Monday 9th April – Saturday 14th April 2012.
Prizes for 2012 State Final include;

· 1st Place Sydney Royal Showgirl – Cash prize totalling $10,000

· 2nd Place $5,000

· 3rd Place $2,500 

The Land Sydney Royal Showgirl Competition aims to find a young woman to act as an ambassador for rural and regional NSW, with her role involving many official and informal duties, both at the Sydney Royal Easter Show and during her travels interstate and overseas.
Entry Requirements

· The competition is open to those who are permanent residents of Australia

· Entrants must be women aged from 18 years to under 25 years as at 1st May in the year of the State Final

· Only candidates nominated by an Agricultural Show Society are eligible for Zone and State Final judging.
· Entrants must reside, be educated, or work within New South Wales for at least three months prior to their local Showgirl competition to qualify to compete within the State.
· Previous entrants in the Showgirl Competition are eligible to enter, however they are not to have been one of the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd placegetters in the previous State Final.
· All entrants are to abide by the Showgirl’s Code of Conduct as set out by the RAS and ASC when acting as an ambassador for their local Show Society, the ASC or the RAS.

Personal Development Day – Sunday 15th January 2012
Venue; Worrigee House  8.30am – 3.30pm.

This day is designed for entrants and girls considering entering the Nowra Showgirl Competition.
Invitations are also extended to other Show Societies which offers the opportunity for young women to meet, socialise and broaden their knowledge of our neighboring communities.

Guest speakers will address questions about the competition, give advice on dress, hair, makeup and etiquette.

The day is relaxed, informative and all who attend say it is a worthwhile experience. Girls are welcome to attend even if they decide not to enter this year.
Morning Tea, Lunch and Afternoon Tea is provided. 

It is highly recommended that entrants attend this excellent day, although it is not compulsory. 

JUDGING DAY – Saturday 28th January 2012
Judging of the Nowra Showgirl Competition will be held at Worrigee House, Worrigee.
Showgirl entrants will lunch with the judges from 12.00 – 12.45pm
Interviews with judges will follow lunch.
Each girl is interviewed for approximately 15 minutes by a panel of three judges.

Girls are to wear appropriate day/business clothes.

The following is a guide to what may be expected as a Showgirl:

· To be able to talk intelligently about Australian current affairs and in particular her own district from the point of view of her age group.

· To demonstrate genuine knowledge and interest in rural issues in New South Wales.

Judges are asked to allocate points as follows:-

Ambitions/Goals




10 points

General Knowledge – Local, Australian,

International





20 points

Rural Knowledge




10 points

Style, Grooming & Development


10 points

Diction and Speech




10 points

Personality





20 points

Confidence





10 points

On stage Interview




10 points

Questions asked by the judges might include:

Tell us about your work?

If still a student they may inquire about your studies and future plans?

Questions regarding this area:

Primary production, Industries, Local areas of interest

Current affairs topics
General knowledge – for example:

Who is the Premier, Local Member of Parliament, Mayor of the Shoalhaven

Hobbies, sports, interests, and social life. 
Future goals and ambitions.

Presentation Dinner - Saturday January 28th 2012 

This evening is an opportunity for the entrants to invite family and friends to enjoy dinner, entertainment and allow them to demonstrate their social expertise in a more relaxed environment.

Organise your table and ask your family and friends to come along. Each Entrant has her own table or may wish to combine with one of the other entrants. Tickets for guests are available from the Nowra Show Secretary (02 44231081) A complimentary ticket is provided for the Showgirl entrant. 
Entrants arrive at Worrigee House by 6.15pm when Group photos will be taken.
Entrants will be given their Showgirl Ribbon which is to be worn during the evening and at Nowra Show.
Entrants are presented to the guests at the Dinner in the same order as they are judged.

The 2011 Showgirl or Runner-Up will present each entrant with flowers and your sponsor will escort you to the stage.  The MC for the evening will introduce you and speak briefly with you.  All girls remain on stage and at the conclusion of the formalities the sponsors will be asked back to escort girls to their tables.
Dress for the occasion is Semi-formal

Judging is still being carried out until this time.

Announcement of Winner – Saturday 11th February 2012
Entrants will meet at the Nowra Show Committee Rooms by 7.30pm on Saturday 11th February.

Members of the Showgirl Committee and Officials will be there to greet you.

Entrants will enter the main arena and make their way around the Showground via Ron McKinnon’s Bullock Wagon.

On arrival at the centre of the arena, you will be escorted from the Wagon to the stage, where the Showgirl Co-ordinator will present you with a Certificate. 
The compere for the evening will introduce you and speak briefly with you.  You then move towards the back of the stage forming a line as per order of judging.

Winners will be announced by Mayor Paul Green – First Runner-up, then the Winner – Nowra Showgirl. 

If there are more than 8 entrants, a Second Runner-up may be announced.  
At the conclusion of the announcement girls leave the stage, 2012 Showgirl first.

It is proposed that the winner will complete a lap of the arena. 

Girls will be then escorted to the Pavilion Steps, and into the Committee Room where there will be refreshments with Judges, Show Committee members and the girl’s families.
Tickets will be issued for this function.
Handing out Programs, Presenting Ribbons,

Selling Raffle Tickets

Entrants are welcome and encouraged to visit the Show on both days to attend various activities at the Show and to present ribbons to placegetters in events. This may include horse events, cattle judging, pavilion and poultry exhibitions and woodchop events. Stewards will assist you with these duties, which are warmly welcomed by competitors and spectators.

Each entrant will be given a form to complete indicating if and when she is available to hand out Programs etc.

Roster Sheets will be issued when all forms are returned to the Showgirl Co-ordinator. Two girls will be rostered on together wherever possible.
Programs may be handed out in the Nowra CBD prior to the Show and at the entrance gates on both days of the Show.
Selling Raffle Tickets prior to the Show and throughout the Show in the pavilion
Please wear your Showgirl Ribbon while at the show. 
Many previous Showgirl Entrants have told us how much they have enjoyed being involved in the Show in this way.

There is no restriction on how much or how little you wish to be involved.  


WE ARE VERY HAPPY FOR YOU TO ASSIST AT ANY TIME REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT YOU ARE ROSTERED ON, JUST COME TO THE OFFICE

OUTLINE OF PROCEEDINGS

2012 NOWRA SHOWGIRL COMPETITION
· Completion and Confirmation of Entry

· Photographs
Arrangements will be made for publicity photographs to be taken for the Newspaper. Times will be confirmed with individual girls.

· Personal Development Day;  Sunday 15 January 2012
· Judging Day - Saturday 28th January 2012 - Worrigee House

A light Lunch with judges from 12.00 – 12.45pm
Judging will take place following lunch.
Each girl will be required for approximately 30 minutes for the judging and you are requested to be there at the time allocated to you.

The dress for this occasion should be business day clothes.
· Presentation Dinner  - Saturday 28th January at Worrigee House.
The Showgirl’s ticket is covered by sponsorship.

You are asked to contact your sponsor and invite them to the Dinner. They may be included on your table unless they wish to organise their own table. Your sponsor will receive a Complimentary Ticket for two.

We would like to know the number on your table by the Monday 16th January.  It would be appreciated if additional tickets could be paid for by the Wednesday 18th January.

Showgirl entrants arrive at 6.30pm (for photographs) and other guests 6.30pm for 7pm

· Nowra Show;  Friday 10th February and Saturday 11th February 2012
· Official Luncheon;  Friday 10th February -The official luncheon and opening of Nowra Show – 11.30 for 12.00pm 

· Nowra Show Baby; Entrants are invited to make a presentation to the first baby born during the Show at Watson House.

All Showgirl Entrants will meet in the Committee Rooms at 7pm on Saturday 11th February. 
On this occasion girls usually wear the outfit they wore for the Presentation Dinner.
Nowra Showgirl 2012 will be announced at 8pm

If you have any queries at all please do not hesitate to contact Sharon Larter, Showgirl Co-ordinator on 44 217795 or Nowra Show Society Secretary on 44 23 1081.
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2012 NOWRA SHOWGIRL COMPETITION

ENTRY FORM

Entrant’s Name ………………………………………………………………………………………..

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………….. Phone: ………………………………………………………………….

IMPORTANT REMINDER: GIRLS MUST BE UNDER 25 YEARS OF AGE AS AT 1ST MAY, 2012
Date of Birth: …………………………………………………. Age: ………………………..............

Parents’ Names: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Your Occupation: ……………………………………………………………………………………..

Name of Employer: …………………………………………………………………………………...

Education:
Schools attended: ……………………………………………………………………..

Details



Further Education and Qualifications: ………………………………………………...
                        ………………………………………………………………………………................

                        ……………………………………………………………………….. ……………….

                        …………………………………………………………………………………………

Hobbies: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

               ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

               ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

               ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Sporting Interests: ……………………………………………………………………………………..


    .……………………………………………………………………………………………...
                ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Ambitions: …………………………………………………………………………………………….


      …………………………………………………………………………………………..…

                  ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Why I entered the Nowra Showgirl competition: …………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Signed: …………………………………………... Date: ….…………………………………………
ENTRANT SPONSORED BY: ……………………………………………………………………..

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO 

PO BOX 494

NOWRA 2541

FRIDAY 10th February

Showgirl Entrant……………………………………………………………………………………

I would like to help in the following ways at the 2012 Nowra Show

Distributing Programs at Show





Yes/No

(Junction and Worrigee Street Gates)

Friday 10th February





Time available …………………

(9.30am to 8pm)

Presenting Ribbons and selling Raffle Tickets

At Cattle and Horse Rings






Yes/No

Friday 10th February

Cattle



Time available ………………..





(9am to 12 noon)

Friday 10th February

Horses



Time available ……………….





(9am to 4pm)

Selling Raffle Tickets in Pavilion (shifts of 1 hour)



Yes/No

Friday 10th February





Time available ……………….

From 10am to 9pm

Selling Raffle Tickets during the Show at the Animal Nursery   

Yes/No

(shifts 1 hour)

Friday 10th February





Time available ……………….

From 10am to 8pm

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO 

PO BOX 494

NOWRA 2541

SATURDAY 11TH FEBRUARY
Showgirl Entrant……………………………………………………………………………………...

I would like to help in the following ways at the 2012 Nowra Show

Distributing Programs at Show






Yes/No

(Junction and Worrigee Street Gates)

Saturday 11th February




Time available ……………………….

(9.30am to 4pm)

Presenting Ribbons and selling Raffle Tickets

At Cattle, Woodchop and Horse Rings





Yes/No

Saturday 11th February

Cattle


Time available ……………………….





(10am to 12 noon)





Horses



Time available ……………………….





(9am to 4pm)


Selling Raffle Tickets in Pavilion (shifts of 1 hour)




Yes/No

Saturday 11th February




Time available ………………………

10am to 4pm

Selling Raffle Tickets during the Show at the Animal Nursery


Yes/No

(shifts of 1 hour)

Saturday 11th February




Time available ………………………

10am to 4pm

I would be prepared to take Raffle Tickets and sell them prior to the Show

Yes/No
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